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as one of the proofs from the Holy Scripture of the pre-
existence of the soul. For Origen specially points out
that Divine Justice cannot possibly be defended unless
a man, sanctified as a prophet, or born to some great
service in the world has earned that pre-eminence by
former righteous living or has climbed to that blessing by
meritorious action in the past. Then there is the very
definite statement in Malachi (iv, 5), that Elijah will
return. Again, there is a very interesting passage in the
book of the Wisdom of Solomon, in which Solomon says
tc I was a witty child and had a good Spirit.   Yea,
rather being good, I came into a body undefiled " (ix, i5).
Thus there is the distinct statement that because Solomon
was already a good Spirit that he came into a body
undefiled. Then again, certain definite statements as
regards the Jews of his own time are given by the famous
Jewish writer, Josephus. With regard to the Pharisees,
in his DeBello fudaico (ii, 8), he says: "They say that
all souls are incorruptible; but that the souls of good
men are only removed into other bodies—but that the
souls of bad men are subject to eternal punishment."
There is one still better notice in Josephus as to the
general beliefs in his own day with regard to the
reincarnation of the soul. Having defended the fortress of
Jotapata and taken refuge in a cave with some forty of the
soldiers who desired to kill each other in order to prevent
themselves from falling into the hands of the Romans,
Josephus himself addressed the following argument to
them : " Do you not remember that all pure Spirits who
are in conformity with the divine dispensation, live on
in the loveliest of heavenly places, and in course of time
they are again sent down to inhabit sinless bodies; but
the souls of those who have committed self-destruction

